ALBEMARLE SAIL & POWER SQUADRON

COMMANDER’S CORNER                   JULY, 2009
RICHMOND SQUADRON TO VISIT

The Richmond Power Squadron will visit Albemarle Sound and the Albemarle Plantation Marina following the District Rendezvous at Cape Charles this weekend. Approximately ten vessels will arrive on Thursday July 30th and Friday July 31st.. Departure is scheduled for the morning of Saturday, August 1st. 


Event Chairman, David Rigby, is in need of volunteers all three days to assist our guests with line handling on arrival and departure and for whatever else comes along. Please call David if you can help. 

David, with the able assistance of Ron McCall, is planning a social “docktails” type reception – our first – for our guests at 18:00 on Friday, July 31st, at Marina Park. The Plantation has graciously agreed to erect and allow us use of its party tent for the evening, so the event is a go, rain or shine. Beverages are on the Squadron. All David and Ron ask is that you bring with you a large dish of hors d’oeuvres so there will be sufficient food for both members and guests. 
INAUGURAL PIG PICKIN’ A GREAT SUCCESS

Kudos once again to Administrative/Social Officer Janet Benton for coordinating a very successful Memorial Day pig roast under the tent adjacent to the pool area. The pig was the greatest – roasted to perfection and plenty of it. Approximately ninety members and guests enjoyed a delightful afternoon. Plans are for another – soon. At the rapid pace at which things move here at the Plantation, that means probably in about two years. Although concerns were heard respecting Janet’s beer selection, she did a great job and even finished in the black.
AQUARIUM TRIP ON HOLD


As most of you are aware, the Squadron has been attempting to conduct a field trip to the Virginia Beach Aquarium for the better part of a year. The visit has been rescheduled several time due to the Aquarium’s failure to complete major renovations to its exhibit spaces, originally scheduled for completion just about one year ago. A telephone call to the Aquarium advises the renovations are almost complete. Before I totally scrub the trip, I propose to put matters on hold for another sixty days. You will be advised.  
FALL COURSE OFFERINGS

At the July Executive Committee meeting, Education Officer Norm Young announced his Department’s intent to offer the following courses this fall: Advanced Piloting, Sail 2, and Basic Seamanship. Remember, the latter is USPS’s core course. This means it must be passed for you to receive credit for more advanced coursework. In other words, assuming you take and pass the exam in a course rated as more advanced, say piloting for example, until you pass Seamanship you will not receive credit for piloting. Once Seamanship has been conquered, the member will typically move on to the more advanced piloting and navigation courses; which are: Piloting, Advanced Piloting, Junior Navigation (sun sights), and Celestial Navigation. Electives include Engine Maintenance, Cruise Planning, Marine Electronics, Sail, Weather, and others. Having paid your initial dues, you’re only cheating yourself – and perhaps endangering your loved ones – by failing to take advantage of the outstanding learning opportunity USPS membership offers.

National operator certification is coming folks; it’s just a matter of when, not whether. For example, a bill requiring licensing, i.e. instruction in basic seamanship for boat operators under age 26 is currently pending in the North Carolina legislature. It or something like it will pass.
TUFF MARY TO CRUISE UPPER CHOWAN


Tuff Mary is planning to cruise the upper Chowan River the last week in August. Any member who wishes to may accompany us in his or her boat, for part or all or of our cruise. It will be a good experience, especially if you’re new to these waters. Call Terry Facey or me if you have an interest in joining us.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TO MEET AUGUST 6TH

Your Executive Committee will meet on Thursday, August 6th at the OYC Center at 8:30am.   
