ALBEMARLE SAIL and POWER SQUADRON
COMMANDER’S CORNER

New Year’s Eve 2009

Happy New Year everyone! Here’s wishing all our members and their families a very happy New Year. Let’s hope the Squadron has as successful a 2009 as it did a 2008, when we enjoyed a substantial boost in membership, excellent participation in our educational offerings, a vast improvement in our relationship with Osprey Yacht Club, and increasing awareness throughout northeast North Carolina of our existence and activities in promoting a safe boating experience for all.
Christmas Party: Approximately sixty-five members, spouses, and guests enjoyed the Squadron’s second annual holiday party at Annette and Norm Young’s home on December 18th. As I said at the party, neither Mary nor I have ever hosted a “dull” party and this one certainly wasn’t that, as evidenced by the twelve liter and a half bottles of wine-and who knows what else-consumed, along with ten pounds of ham and various other “goodies”. It was especially good to see our “off” plantation members in attendance, including Mimi and Bob Reiheld, Velvet and Ed Sanford, Maureen and Brian Berry, and P/C Byron and Barb Kehayes, among others.
Executive Committee: The Committee will meet Thursday, January 8th at 08:30 at OYC Center. Your leader promises he will be on time. An agenda will be forthcoming next week.

CHANGE of WATCH: The Squadron’s annual change of watch banquet will be held Saturday, February 7th at the Albemarle Plantation Clubhouse. Cocktails will commence at 17:00, with dinner to follow at 18:00. Retiring District Commander Ann Bailey will preside. The early start is necessitated by the need for our out of town guests to get as early a start home as possible. Invitations will be forthcoming shortly.
Aquarium Field Trip: The field trip to the Virginia Beach Aquarium has been rescheduled for Thursday, March 26th. The bus will depart at about 09:00 and return prior to 17:00. Box lunches will be provided at reasonable cost. I’ve been advised by the Aquarium that ten new exhibits should be in place by our arrival. Put this event on your calendars; it should be worth the trip.                 

Aides to Navigation: Some of you may not have noticed but the lights on green day markers 1 and 5 at the entrance to Albemarle Plantation marina have been extinguished for several months. This to go with the fact red 8 was extinguished during hurricane Isabel means that we now have no lighted aides at the marina entrance. Since the Albemarle Plantation Marina is one of the few sources of fuel on the Albemarle Sound the hazard to navigation is apparent. These aides are private and the responsibility of Albemarle Plantation to maintain. David Rigby is spearheading the Squadron’s effort to a) notify the local Coast Guard District Commander to publish the outage in his monthly Local Notice to Mariners and b) pressure Plantation management to repair these aides as soon as possible.
2009 Slate of Officers:  Putting modesty aside for a moment, the Nominating Committee has done an excellent job in proposing next year’s slate for the Executive Committee, which is:

Commander: Jim Burns


Executive Officer: Allen Miles


Administrative Officer:  Janet Benton


Education Officer: Norman Young


Assistant Education Officer: Lee Fortier


Secretary: Barbara Mueller


Treasurer: Carol Kelly


Board Members At Large (one year):



Ron McCall



David Rigby



Ed Sanford

Nominating Committee:



Jet Powers



Don Johnson



Terry Facey

Rules Committee



John Ernst



Steve Kelly 

Audit Committee


Warren Walter



Phil DiPiazza



John Larson

We are technically still one short for the Rules Committee, whose main function is to insure the Squadron’s By Laws comport with those of the National and District. The Rules Committee has never met. Would someone please volunteer to serve.

Winter Council Meeting: The 2009 District Winter Council and Squadron Officer Training Meeting will be held at the Raleigh-Durham Hilton on 16-17 January, 2009. So far as I am aware, Jet and Sharon will be attending. Rates are $99 per night and the deadline for reservations has been extended to January 9th. If anyone has an interest in this mini-cation opportunity, call Jet or me for more info.
Best regards to all,       Jim 
