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ALBEMARLE SAIL and POWER SQUADRON

COMMANDER’S CORNER, March 2010
CHANGE OF WATCH

After a postponement caused by extreme weather, we were able to conduct the COW on February 27th. After a very congenial social hour, PC John Ernst delivered the invocation and we enjoyed an excellent dinner prepared by Andy Montero. Afterwards, Commander Jim Burns conducted a brief business meeting that concluded with presenting the slate of incoming bridge members.  There being no additions from the floor, the members present voted unanimously to accept the recommendation..  The new executive team includes:  Commander Allen Miles, Executive Officer Janet Benton; Education Officer Ed Sanford, Administrative Officer Gary Jones, Secretary Barbara Meuller, Treasurer Tom Stapleton, Assistant Education Officers: Norm Young and Lee Fortier and Board Members At Large (one year): Harvey Alter. David Rigby, and Ed Muzzulin. District Administrative Officer D/Lt/C Mike McCulley, JN presided over the swearing in ceremony.  We want to thank outgoing team members Treasurer Carol Kelly, and at large member Ron McCall for the outstanding contributions they made to the Squadron.  Incoming Commander Allen Miles presented a commemorative plaque to Commander Jim Burns recognizing his two years of leadership.
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND SOCIAL 
In keeping with the ASPS tradition of organizing new and different social functions, we are really going off the deep end this spring. It will be a melodrama! Guaranteed, it will be every bit as much fun as the Pig Pickin’ was last year. Imagine characters like Bunco DeSneer, Flora Fourflusher, Crazy Nanette, Rocky Romantic, Piute Pete and Verlinda Springblossom. A HOOT! 

Don’t miss it.

 Sunday, May 30, under the tent in Marina Park.

Here’s what we need. 

Melodrama cast (5 men, 6 women, optional extras) and Director

Social committee to plan food, set-up, and surprises.

There is a job for everyone, so volunteer now because it is risky to wait for an assignment. Call Janet Benton, 426-5570, or janetlbenton@yahoo.com 

EDUCATION

Lt/C Norman Young gave an overview of the past year’s Educational Program accomplishments.  This included eight courses and an anchoring seminar.  He then gave a power point presentation of the 2010 Educational Plan showing instructors, courses and scheduled dates.  The schedule can be found on the ASPS website www.aspsonline.org.  Eight members are on track to obtain Boat Operators certification and all the required classes and seminars will be offered this year.  We urge more members to order the packet and join the process. 
AQUARIUM FIELD TRIP 

The often delayed aquarium trip has been cancelled because aquarium management doubled the fees and the venture became too costly for a day’s adventure.
CO-OP CHARTING

David Rigby will be conducting a co-op charting cruise within the next thirty days to Cypress Cove, Mackey’s, and Edenton for the purpose of  updating NOAA’s current Small Craft Facility Reports for the western Albemarle Sound. David has room for eight aboard New Freedom so give him a call at 426-3539 if you have an interest in participating. 
We will begin checking depth using DepthWiz as soon as the waters warm.  Initially we plan to validate depths in the hurricane hole.  Those who want to participate should contact Ed Muzzulin at 340-9860
 USPS’s new Co-op charting program gives local squadrons the opportunity to directly update NOAA charts for changes like Aids to Navigation, Cables (under water and overhead, depths, stacks, towers, spires, microwave towers, and the. myriad other items found on your typical nautical chart. Updating reported data from marinas that qualify as Small Craft Facilities requires that you visit the site with a two page questionnaire and discuss the items with the operator, get their business card and take a few pics of the property. Your mileage to and from the site is tax deductible. Our local chart 12205 has the following SCFs: Lynnhaven Waterways, Long Bay Pointe, Fisherman's Wharf, Coinjock, Shallowbag Bay. Manteo Waterfront, Pirates Cove, Thicket Lump, Broad Creek, Sawyer's, International Yachting Center, Mackey's.  We have covered the italicized ones already and can redo AP Marina in May.  If you plan to be going by any of the others please give Allen Miles a call at 426-3268 and he’ll give you the forms.

