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A Message from Your Commander Alan K ettle

| trust that you are having a fun and safe summer. Jeannette and | are
having a busy time with ASPS matters. We have attended both the
National Spring Governing Board Meting in Charlotte and the District
Spring Meeting in Greensboro, this in addition to taking the Weather
Course, so ably taught by Maureen Berry. Maureen's husband, Brian,
was teaching Seamanship at the same time. Many thanks to you both!
Also thanks to Allen Miles, who was frequently on hand organizing and
helping. Now | just have to take the Weather 201 test! We also took part
in the Cooper ative Charting on Summer Solstice.

As mentioned elsewhere by Jet Powers, the National Meeting exceeded
my expectations. The presentations were very informative with
substantial time for participant feedback. | encourage you to attend one of
these meetings as one comes away with a much broader understanding of
what we can do to benefit from membership. In June 2007 it will be held
in Norfolk, VA and so we will have a good opportunity at low cost!

Jennifer Dorton of UNCW addressed the National Meeting on the Coastal
Research and Monitoring Program. This collaborative program is placing
recording buoys aong the coast from approximately Wilmington
southward. We include a brief overview and more information may be
obtained at the CORMP web site (www.cormp.orq )

John and Joan Ernst are back from their extended and eventful trip to the
Bahamas. Welcome back John and Joan, | am sure that you have a
number of yarnsto share.




Jeannette has written an article about our
Cooperative Charting outing, | believe the
fifteen participants had a great time. We will do
it again as fall approaches and the weather cools
alittle.

The Vessal Safety Check (VSC) program has
continued over the summer. If you have not had
your boat checked yet and would like to do so
please let Bob Wilhide know.

Jet Powers is working hard on the Fall Program
and we will update you in the next few weeks
with firm dates and programs.

Finally membership renewal was due June 1%.
If you have not already done so let Sandy Fortier
have your subscription as soon as possible. To
those who have aready renewed, THANK Y OQU!

A Hearty Welcome on Board

We ae pleased to welcome Ron Koppel,
Malcoim and Harriet Marquit, and Sharon
Powers to our Squadron. We look forward to
having them take part in all our programs and
activities. WELCOME!!!

Squadron Education Officer’s Corner
By Allen Miles, AP

As another semester of boating education winds
down, | want to thank my instructors, Maureen
and Brian Berry, Alan Kettle and Terry Facey for
their great efforts teaching Weather, Piloting,
Seamanship and Boat Smart. Weee dtill
awaiting grades for the spring classes, but 1@
certain al our students did well.

In the Seamanship class Sandy Fortier, Lee
Fortier, Bill Jackson, Don Johnson, Carol Kelly,
Steve  Kdly, Charlie Lacefiedd, Macolm
Marquit, Mick McClung, Barbara Mueller, Rod

Mueller, Wat Smith, and Warren Walter had a
great time interacting with instructors Allen
Miles and Brian Berry while learning great boat
handling skills.

In the Weather class Janet Benton, Art Grills,
Carol Kelly, Steve Kelly, Alan Kettle, Barbara
Mueller, Rod Mueller, Eileen Palmer, Cam
Rivard, Marc Rivard and Warren Walter all put
in a lot of hard work aong with instructor
Maureen Berry, but were rewarded by learning
how to forecast the changing local weather
scene.

We are taking a break for the summer, but | have
Cruise Planning, Sail and Advanced Piloting
manuals for those who want to get a head start
on the fall classes while learning skills they can
practice on the water.

The new Piloting class introduces the world of
electronic navigation and GPS piloting. Along
with the course manuals, you receive a CD ROM
with a Lite version of Maptech® award winning
Offshore Navigator program and electronic
sample charts. This neat program lets you
preplan cruises on your PC and establish routes
of waypoints which can be loaded into your
GPS. Just recently, Maptech began to include a
digital copy of al the charts contained with their
chartbooks. | used this digital chart set with the
Offshore Navigator Lite to plan each daily leg on
the southern cruise and to plot my progress along
the course line on my laptop. This is a really
great system and ASPS members get 40% off
list. My Norfolk to Florida kit retails for $130
and | got it for $78. In order to download the
routes to your GPS electronically you have to
upgrade to Offshore Navigator, but it only costs
ASPS members $60.  Offshore Navigator
includes an onboard tutorial so it® easy to learn.
If you@e interested, give me acall. The SEO has
to order these components to gain the discount.

Piloting also uses a great supplemental text to
explain the feature/benefit mix for GPS and
electronic navigation. | am preparing to order
copies now. For ASPS members the cost is
$15.00. Read this book and most of the



mysteries of proper GPS usage will be reveaed
to you. If you@e really intrigued, join the
Piloting classin the fall.

Quartermaster Store
By Jet Powers

The Quartermaster Store provides members with
an assortment of very stylish items. Please
check out the inventory on our website
www.aspsonline.org . Once you have selected
your items, email your order to Jet Powers at
|powers878992@mchsi.com . Checks should be
made out to ASPS.

ASPS Coming Events

D/27 Rendezvous
New Bern, NC

D/27 Fall Meeting
Rocky Mount, NC

From the Exec Officer’s Desk
By Jet Powers

| attended, along with Commander Alan Kettle,
the USPS Spring Governing Board in Charlotte,
NC, the first week in June. | really did not know
what to expect and found myself conjuring up all
sorts of possibilities (like uniform debates) that
would not lead to a satisfying experience. | am
pleased to report that the attendees were very
friendly and the discussions worthwhile. In fact,
| came away with a broader view of USPS and
with ideas ASPS can consider to extend its
impact and provide worthwhile member
involvement in projects/activities.

What were some of my learning’ s?

1) Youth activities ... Sebastian Inlet Squadron
used the safe boating poster contest to develop a
relationship with a local school to teach safe
boating to over 500 youths in one hour sessions.

District 12 set up an alliance with Big Brother
and Big Sster organizations to give them a
boating experience and teach safety.

2) USPS and ARRL (amateur radio relay) have
signed a Memo of Cooperation to develop a
cooperative relationship which could include
working together in emergencies to strengthen
response capabilities.

3) This year USPS is starting “Lunch with the
Chief” where company presidents will be invited
to meet and lunch with the USPS Commander
with the aim of informing them about USPS and
look for relationship opportunities.

4) Cooperative charting of the wet territory of
the US is larger than the dry territory. Critical
areas (navigation routes, harbors, etc.) would
take 30 yearsif NOAA had to do it alone. USPS
is the #1 non-government information provider
and #2 overdl. Some sguadrons are
participating in the “Adopt a Chart” program.

5) Recreational Boating Safety ... Rescue 21, the
new search and rescue Coast Guard
communications system, will eliminate dead
spots, will have direction finding capability, and
have universal patch capable for linking
communications of al parties in an emergency.
Digital Sdlective Calling, the one touch distress
cal, islike on-star in cars with calls going to the
Coast Guard and al boats with the capability so
response will be faster. USPS is looked on as a
source for expanding awareness, understanding,
and training.

| now have another view of USPS. It is much
more than a training organization. It is aso an
organization using its talents to provide service.
We, ASPS, can and should be creative in how to
extend our reach. Please let me know if you are
interested in spearheading ASPS involvement in
one of these ideas or any other service projects.



The Elusive Fudl Filter
By Richard Truscott

| recently ran into problems with a clogged fuel
filter that was in line with the main filter on the
engine. There was no mention of a second filter
in the boat manual. Its existence only came to
light when the engine started to loose power. |
recommend that boat ownerstrace their fuel lines
back from the engine and replace any fuel filter
they locate.

Cooper ative Charting
By Jeannette Kettle

On June 21% (summer solstice) members of
A SPS conducted both a geodetic and water depth
survey exercise.

These programs are pat of a Nationa
Community Service performed by USPS. USPS
is the second largest reporter of data after the
Army Corps of Engineers. This data gets
uploaded to the national data bases from which
surveyor information and nautical charts are
updated.

Jm Burns led the geodetic team of Allen and
Sande Miles, and Rod and Barbara Mueller.
They located 8 out of 10 markers in the Edenton
Airport area.

Alan Kettle led the two boat water team.
Malcolm Marquit captained one vessel which
was crewed by Harriet Marquit and Dick
Stoltenhoff. They surveyed the Edenton Bay.
The second boat was captained by Marty
Mulholland and crewed by Alan Kettle. They
surveyed the entrance to the Yeopim River and
to the Albemarle Plantation Marina and also the
Pembroke Creek.

The weather was perfect with relatively low
humidity and little breeze. At the end of
Pembroke Creek the boaters were greeted by

Barbara and Byron Kehayes, Jeannette Kettle
and Al Robb. After docking at the townhouse
marina (Byron, Barbara and Al live there) this
group was joined by the geodetic marker group.
We were then graciously hosted by the Kehayes
with Byron performing wonderfully as chef de
barbeque. The brats and burgers went down with
the libations just finel Thanks to Jeannette
Kettle for arranging the food and refreshments.

A million thanks to Byron and Barbara for
opening their home for this function. The trip
home was cam and uneventful. A perfect
ending to aday with wonderful people!

“Chief de Barbeque’” Byron

And a good time was had by all




COASTAL OCEAN RESEARCH AND
MONITORING PROGRAM
Real Time Oceanographic Data

Noticeto mariners

The Coasta Ocean Research and Monitoring
Program(CORMP) of the University of North
Carolina, Wilmington (UNCW) is seeking the
cooperation of all mariners operating in the
North Carolina Ocean, specifically Onslow and
Long Bays, to help safeguard the CORMP buoys
and shore-based moorings against vandalism.
The CORMP buoys provide near rea-time
oceanographic and weather data necessary for
the protection of the marine environment off the
coast of North Carolina. Data from the buoys
are used for ecologica modeling, pollution
mitigation and response purposes, search and
rescue operations by the US Coast Guard, and
marine weather forecasts and warnings by the
National Weather Service. The buoys form an
integral part of the southeastern regional coastal
ocean observing system.

Vandalism to these buoys is the principa cause
for loss of data, and results in the system not
being available at critica times when the
environment or human life could be at risk.

CORMP requests the help of the marine
community in the following ways:

NEVER tie up to a buoy. There are
fragile instruments both above and below
the surface of the water which can be
damaged easily. The buoys are lightly
moored, so they can be dragged off
location and become hazardous to
navigation.

Give the buoys a wide berth to avoid
entanglement of nets or other
equipment in the sub-surface mooring
system. Each buoy has a watch circle
about 1.5 times the water depth. Vessels
towing nets or other equipment should

stay at least 300 yards from the buoys,
other vessels at least 20 yards.

Call 1-910-962-2331 or 1-910-962-2384
if you notice a buoy damaged or drifting,
or if you inadvertently entangle the
mooring with your equipment.

Report any vandalism to CORMP at
the above phone numbers. This
includes vessels tied to the buoys or any
observation of people causing vandalism.

CORMP operates two buoys which look
identical. They are yellow and equipped with an
internal radar reflector as well as a white flashing
light and a suite of meteorological sensors. They
are 5 feet in diameter and extend 8 feet above the
water. They are visible on radar at ranges of one
nm, depending on the weather conditions. The
buoys extend below the surface to subsurface
sensors and mooring systems made of heavy
chain and cable, which could damage boats or
fishing equipment

These buoys and the information they provide
are a great resource for the people of
southeastern North Carolina.  They help us
protect our environment and provide useful
information to fishermen, boaters and the rest of
the marine community. Please help protect our
marine resources.

You may find further information at
WWW.COrmp.org

Under the Bridge of Lions
By Jim Burns

It was aquiet night in St. Augustine. Mary and |
and our 35foot sloop, Jolie Mer E, had been
anchored for a day and one half about a half mile
north of the Bridge of Lions, just about even
with the south wall of the old fort. | awoke
about 3:30 am and took alook around; all quiet.



Four or five boats were anchored south of us,
between us and the bridge.

For some very unusual reason | was having
trouble faling asleep when, WHAM, we hit
something and the boat took on a 15 degree list
to starboard. | looked out the companionway
and was amazed to see our mast next to the
Bridge of Lions. That’'s next to as in right next
to, with cars driving by.

When you sail around for a year or two you
begin to realize that things happen. Sometimes
they happen without there being any seeming
rhyme or reason as to why. And when they do
there isn't any sense in crying and shouting or
getting hysterical. Just take action as rationaly
and calmly as possible under the circumstances.

So this stalwart skipper jumped behind the

wheel, started the engine, floored it, turned hard
right, and guess what? WE GOT OFF.

Amazing!!!

We motored about 200 yards north of the Bridge
and | inspected while Mary drove. Our anchor

line was streaming astern, straight out with
something very heavy attached. We managed to
winch in the anchor and found that whatever the
heavy object was, it was attached to our Clorox
bottle trip line, which | rig about once every blue
moon. We cut the trip line and were free. We
motored back to our anchoring spot, reset the
hook, and went back to bed.

What had happened? Apparently a heavy
submerged log or other object had fouled our trip
line which then performed just as it was
supposed to - if your anchor is fouled — it pulls
the anchor out backwards and off we went,
submerged object, anchor and all.

Some thoughts: First, we were lucky we didn’t
foul or strike any of the five or six boats
anchored between us and the bridge; and second,
we were lucky the tide was coming in, not going
out. The tidal current is very strong in St
Augustine harbor and had it been going out
there' s no telling where we might have ended up.
Finally, we were very fortunate not to have been
damaged during our meeting with the Bridge
abutment. Amen brother, amen.

Articlesin On the Sound reflect the opinions of the authors. USPSis not responsible for editorial content. Reader’s comments,
suggestions and contributions are welcome.
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