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A Message from Your  Commander  Alan Kettle  
 

I thank everyone who made the Change of Watch (COW) a most 
enjoyable evening.  It is through the active involvement of all members 
that we will grow and improve. 
 
A big Thank You goes to our outgoing Commander John Ernst (who is 
currently sailing toward Florida on his way to the Bahamas).  John juggled 
his responsibilities with the Periauger Project and still made significant 
contributions to our Squadron.  He attended meetings both at a district and 
squadron level including addressing four other squadrons in conjunction 
with the Periauger Odyssey.  We wish John and Joan a pleasant and safe 
journey and a speedy return. 
 
To our outgoing Bridge and Executive Committee members a special 
Thank You for all your contributions during the last year.  Please stay 
involved! 
 
We have a very talented and dedicated group to help guide us in the 
upcoming year and I thank them all for their ongoing support.  They have 
put together an outstanding program which will be further enhanced over 
the coming few weeks. 
 
This year we will join the Osprey Yacht Club (OYC) on their cruises. We 
thank them for their leadership in this venture and we hope that other 
squadrons will join us at the various destinations.  Please remember that 
safety should be your first concern at all times.  
 
Our Vessel Safety Check (VSC) Program will continue this year.  Bob 
Wilhide, who returns to Hertford in the next 3-4 weeks, will once again 
lead this program.  On April 23rd Bob’s group will be at the Albemarle 
Plantation (AP) Marina to perform checks on OYC member’s boats.   
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We recommend that you all have your boats 
checked.  It costs nothing and if you have a 
deficiency only you and the examiner will know 
about it.  If you correct the situation within 48 
hours a decal will be awarded with the 
accompanying certificate. 
 
The January course of Co-operative Charting 
was very successful with a great turnout.  Thank 
you all!  We will do it again on April 29th, 
weather permitting.  Let us exceed our last 
turnout with all members participating.  Contact 
Jim Burns (426-9924) for details. 
 
This week our Education Program gets off 
with a blast when Maureen Berry teaches 
“Weather ” .  Also planned are Seamanship, 
Cruising and Sailing courses.  Three members 
are going for their JN and a number of people 
are enrolled in AP which will take place after 
the Weather Course is completed.  Allen Miles 
is leading this program and if you have any 
interest in these or other programs please let him 
know. 
 
Together with Jeannette, I attended the District 
27 COW on March 18/19.  It was held in 
Greensboro and approximately 140 people 
attended the meeting (20 squadrons) and 180 
plus attended the banquet.  The meetings were 
very good and social events on Friday and 
Saturday night were a blast.  I encourage more 
of us to attend these meetings to meet and share 
stories with a group of great people from around 
North Carolina.  Look at the website 
(www.aspsonline.org ) for dates and details. 
 
The major theme from the new District 
Commander, Ben Reed, JN, is to continue to 
retain and grow membership through continued 
educational programs using the new and much 
improved course material and to continue 
listening to what our members need and desire. 
 
The highlight of the meeting, for me, was my 
acceptance of the Tom Smiley Award for  2004 
to ASPS.  This award is an Educational 

Achievement Award for the most successfully 
(pass the test!) completed courses, proportionate  
to membership size.  This is a remarkable 
achievement in only our second year of 
existence.  It is a high tribute to the leadership of 
Allen Miles ably assisted by Maureen and Brian 
Berry and Terry Facey.  It is also a tribute to the 
many members who are advancing their 
knowledge of safe boating and navigation.  
Congratulations Allen and Team and to all the 
members (beginners and experienced!) who took 
the courses.  We always learn more than we 
thought we knew!  This award is for you and 
will be presented to Allen at the next ASPS 
general meeting. 
 
I wish you all a hurricane free and safe and 
happy Boating Season.   
 
A Hear ty Welcome on Board 
 
We are pleased to welcome Janet Benton and 
Ray Furnal to our Squadron.  We look forward 
to them taking part in all our programs and 
activities.  WELCOME!!!! 
 
Squadron Education Officer ’s Corner  
By Allen Miles, AP 
 
On January 26th, ASPS hosted 16 students in our 
Boat Smart class.  We were pleased to have 
five attendees who were from Corolla and two 
from Elizabeth City.  To date, we have taught 
Boat Smar t to 70 students. 
 

Boat Smart Course January 26th 
    

 

 
We congratulate the 14 students who took the 
new Piloting course.  This course presents the 
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basics of electronic navigation in the clearest 
and most concise manner I’ve seen.  If you 
really want to add to your boating pleasure and  
 
learn how to use your GPS safely, I urge you to 
take the course when we offer it next Fall. 
 
The Bridge has discussed several ways to 
increase membership and encourage all family 
members to take the Advanced Grade and 
Elective courses.  The Education Department 
has now changed some of its pricing policies, 
effective immediately: 
 

1. All members wishing to audit a course 
previously taken can get the new course 
materials at cost. 

2. When two or more family members take 
a course, the first member pays normal 
price.  The remaining family members 
pay a reduced fee.  It is not necessary to 
be in the same class session to take 
advantage of this offer. 

3. Courses can be ordered for self study at 
any time.  The Education Department 
will find you a mentor. 

 
We hope that all members will take advantage of 
the great educational opportunities the USPS 
provides.  Virtually the entire curriculum has 
been revised, updated and rewritten, has colorful 
graphics and emphasizes electronic navigation 
skills. 
 
 
 
Quartermaster  Store 
By Jet Powers 

 
The Quartermaster Store provides members 
with an assortment of very stylish items.  Please 
check out the inventory on our website 
www.aspsonline.org .  Once you have selected 
your items, email your order to Jet Powers at 
jpowers878992@mchsi.com .  Checks should 
be made out to ASPS.   
 
 

 

ASPS Coming Events 
 
Apr 23 Vessel Safety Check (VSC) 
 Albemarle Plantation Marina 
 
Apr29 Geodetic Marker Day 
 (Co-operative Charting) 
 Albemarle Plantation Marina 
 
Jun 1-5 USPS Spring National  Meeting 
 Charlotte, NC 
 
Jul 15-17 D/27 Rendezvous 
 New Bern, NC 
 

 
 
Squadron Change of Watch 
By Terry Facey 
 
Several dozen members and honored guests 
enjoyed our second Change of Watch dinner 
meeting on February 19th.  It was, as we have all 
come to expect, a most enjoyable evening of 
friendship, lively conversation, a few calories, 
and a very entertaining program.  Thank you to 
the event organizers, Eileen Palmer, Barbara 
Mueller, and Ruth Lacefield for an outstanding 
job, and to the chef and staff of the Sound Links 
Restaurant for a delectable dinner. 
 
In his review of a most successful year, Cdr 
John Ernst, AP, recognized the great efforts of 
Allen Miles and Maureen Berry toward our 
education programs.  Secretary Jim Burns, SEO 
Allen Miles, and retiring Treasurer Marty 
Mulholland each received a squadron pennant in 
recognition of their services to the Bridge.  Cdr 
Ernst then relieved the outgoing bridge of its 
responsibilities, and was relieved of his 
command by Division 27 Lt/C Ben Reed, JN.   
D/Lt/C Ben Reed installed this year’s Squadron 
Commander Alan Kettle, P, and the new Bridge 
Officers.  District Education Officer, Larry 
Colwell, SN, officiated at the swearing in of 
Squadron Education Officer Allen Miles, AP, 
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and of Assistant Squadron Education Officer, 
Maureen Berry, SN. 
 
After concluding the Change of Watch 
ceremonies motivational speaker, P/R/C U. 
Glenn Daughtridge, regaled us with a most 
entertaining talk, entitled “Humor with a 
Purpose” , about growing squadron membership 

and involving new members.  If you missed it 
….well you missed more than a few good 
laughs.  Make a note to hear Glenn the very next 
time you have an opportunity.  It is not too early 
to make a note of next year’s change of watch 
on your calendar; it will be Saturday, February 
4, 2006. 
 

 
Change of Watch February 19, 2005 

 
      Enjoying the Festivities Pr ior  to Dinner                   D/C Ben Reed, JN Relieving John Ernst of 
                                                                                                                         Command  

                                              
    D/L/C Larry Colwell SN, DEO; Cdr  Joyce Colwell;               Cdr  John Ernst; D/C Ben Reed JN; L/C Terry Facey; 
                              Cdr  Alan Kettle                                                                 Beryl Facey; D/L/C Larry Colwell 
 
Past Commander John Ernst                               Incoming Executive Committee:  Allen Miles SEO, 
        Passes Baton to                                              Jet Powers ExO, Alan Kettle CO, Ter ry Facey AO, 
Incoming Commander Alan Kettle                     Jim Burns Sec, Richard Truscott.   Not Pictured: 
                                                                                 Sandy For tier  Treas, Warren Walter  &  Ron Yerkes  

                                
 
 
 
 
Articles in On the Sound reflect the opinions of the authors.  USPS is not responsible for editorial content.  Reader’s comments, 
suggestions and contributions are welcome. 
 

Newsletter  Editor  
Donna Jackson 

426-1963 
dkj2003@earthlink.net 


