ALBEMARLE SAIL and POWER SQUADRON
Commander’s Corner                        April, 2008


Greetings everyone. Mary and I attended the Virginia International Tattoo Saturday evening with a group of friends from Albemarle Plantation. An easy hour and one quarter bus ride put us at the McArthur Center in plenty of time for a leisurely dinner and a 19:30 start time. The action was non-stop for just over two hours. I must admit to feeling a bit of a chill/thrill when I stood to attention with the other Marines in attendance for the playing of Halls of Montezuma. As each service was recognized, its members stood tall, including our own Dave Rigby (Air Force). 
But don’t worry, I’m not about to propose to the Executive Committee we adopt a uniform policy. It would be nice, though, if each member purchased at least one golf type shirt complete with Squadron burgee. Call Quartermaster Sharon Powers to order. Just know the Squadron has no official color for its shirts – whatever floats your boat (pun intended). John Ernst was Squadron Commander when we first purchased shirts, and since he’s also Air Force the shirts just happened to be Air Force blue, but they are not the “official” Squadron shirt.

The Northeast North Carolina boat show was held last weekend. Attendance was poor Friday when I manned our booth on the late afternoon shift. I don’t imagine Sunday’s weather helped either. Each year your Executive Committee debates whether to participate. But so long as the show goes on and the Coast Guard Auxiliary shows up, I rather think we will too. More importantly, KUDOS to Ron McCall for his excellent work in setting up and manning the booth, and to those members who volunteered their time to represent us.


By now you will each have received an invitation to the Squadron’s first annual Spring Fling at the Barker House on Edenton’s water front Thursday, May 29th from 17:00 to 19:00 “plus”. The Social Committee, led by Janet Benton, has done an excellent job in holding the price to a very reasonable (these days) $30 per person, which includes drinks, hors d’oeuvres (you’ll be able to skip dinner) and music. So would all please plan on being present with your spouse or guest(s). We are playing up the social side this year so we all get to know each other better and build our Squadron esprit de corps. Also, several members are planning to come to the party by boat so give that idea a thought too.


On the education front we have offered and completed Engine Maintenance, Advanced Weather, and Piloting this spring. Bob Halter took all three. Marine Electronics and the other USPS basic courses are in the offing. Watch for them. Also on tap are the new USPS University seminars, which run for about two hours each on basic boating subjects: GPS. VHF. Charts, etc. and, contrary to USPS policy on basic courses, are open to the public.


The Squadron also will be offering its Crew Overboard course again this spring and summer in conjunction with Osprey Yacht Club. The classroom portion will be conducted in May as a part of Safe Boating Week, with the on the water phases to follow. As last year’s course demonstrated, it’s pretty easy to fall overboard – usually when you least expect it – but hard as hell to get back aboard, especially if your boat is not properly equipped.


Lastly, a Co Op Charting on the water exercise is in the works for our June meeting while the Poker Run – a great success in its inaugural last year - is coming up July 26th.

Allen Miles attended the District Change of Watch conference in mid-March; my first. Our Squadron was awarded two sextants. The first, a Davis Mark 25 Master is ours to keep – primarily for use by member/students in the JN and N courses. The second sextant, an Astra, is awarded on a rotating basis to that District squadron which has demonstrated excellence in educational achievement during the preceding year. Allen Miles had advised the District Bridge we now consider it ours to keep since it was our third successive win. 

Fourth of July 2007 my HVAC serviceman, Roger, died trying to rescue his wife who had fallen overboard in rough seas on their way home from the Hertford fire works. Susan spent the night hanging onto a crab pot float until she was rescued (a miracle in itself) in the morning. Susan later told me they, she and Roger, had never had a PFD in their boat in all the fourteen years they had owned it. BOAT SAFELY!

BEST REGARDS,          Jim    
