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Squadron Boating Course to be Offered

USPS’s basic course, The Squadron Boating Course, will be offered to members and the general public over two Saturdays, September 26th and October 10th, from 8:30am to 3:30pm each day at the OYC Center. Lee Fortier and Janet Benton will instruct. This course covers basic boating: terminology, basic boat handling, safety, personal water craft operation, equipment requirements, right of way rules, and marine radio operation. In addition, the course will cover basic principles of nautical chart reading and navigation.

Successful completion of the course will entitle the student to a CERTIFICATE signifying compliance with North Carolina’s new boating safety law (see below). Cost of the course will be $20, which includes materials. Charting tools, i.e. rulers, chart plotters, dividers are extra. At their option, families may share materials, which will limit per family cost to $20, total.
To register, email Norm Young at: two_steppin_capt@yahoo.com. Let Norm know if you wish to purchase any charting tools (ultra light dividers $10, USPS chart plotter $5).

For you new folks, successful completion of The Squadron Boating Course or its Coast Guard Auxiliary equivalent used to be required before an individual could join power squadron. A few years back that requirement was waived provided the individual passed either it or a USPS advanced grades course , i.e. Seamanship, within two years.

SEAMANSHIP TO BE OFFERED IN OCTOBER

The Power Squadron’s basic advanced grades course, Seamanship, will be offered to power squadron members at the OYC Center over six weeks beginning October 17th. Successful passage of Seamanship is a prerequisite for all other advanced grade courses. In other words, a member will receive credit for successful passage of, for example, Engine Maintenance, only if or after he or she passes Seamanship. This course teaches a substantially higher level of skills than does The Squadron Boating Course. Cost of Seamanship is $42. As per our standard policy, individual families may share materials which limits their tuition costs to $42.
 
NORTH CAROLINA’S NEW BOATER EDUCATION LAW


We told you it was coming. On July 10th the governor signed North Carolina’s new boater education requirements into law. All boaters under age 26 must now comply with the Act’s boating safety education provisions in order to operate a boat powered by an engine of 10hp or greater on State waters. Operators under 26 are in compliance if they pass a boating safety course instituted by the NC Wildlife Resources Commission, or a course approved by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) and accepted by the Wildlife Resources Commission, or pass a proctored equivalency examination that tests a knowledge of the curriculum included in an approved course. Power Squadron courses meet the approval of the Wildlife Resources Commission. 

Since most of us are over 26 we are not covered by the new Act’s provisions at this time. Earlier versions of the Act, however, had a sliding age group and time-scale which required all age groups to comply by 2016, so standby.


The law also covers personal watercraft and states that no person under age 16 may operate a personal watercraft on North Carolina waters. It is also prohibited, with two minor exceptions, for the owner of a personal watercraft or a person who has temporary or permanent custody of a person under age 16, i.e. grandchildren, to allow that youngster to operate a personal watercraft on North Carolina waters.

Ethanol Controversy Continues


The Environmental Protection Agency has before it a Petition by the pro-ethanol lobby to allow sale of ethanol/gasoline blends of up to fifteen (15) percent. The Petition is opposed by the National Association of Marine Manufacturers, which has filed more than 30,000 comments in opposition. The EPA has until December 1st to act on the Petition.

Boat Operator Certification


To date, ten members are in the process of qualifying as Inland Navigators, the first of four progressive levels of qualification under the USPS’s new Boat Operator Certification Program (BOCP). The BOCP is a joint effort by USPS and the American Sailing Association to certify the competence level of boaters through four levels of qualification beginning with inland navigator and progressing to open/blue water navigation. The program seeks to anticipate the future certification requirements of insurance companies, state and local governments, and boat rental agencies, among others, to require that individual captains /boaters demonstrate minimum levels of boating proficiency via a certification process.

The BOCP is comprised of two parts: the first is educational and requires completion of designated seminars and courses. The second is practical, requiring candidates to demonstrate fire-fighting and on-water boating skills. Questions concerning BOCP may be addressed to our Asst. Education Officer Lee Forties or Squadron Education Officer Norm Young at either doceducation@mchsi.com or two_steppin_capt@yahoo.com. Lee advises one of our members has successfully completed his/her on the water examination, taking only three hours to do so. That person reportedly now uses spring lines in every docking situation – having never done so before. No its not me and, further, I wasn’t in Argentina when I was reputed to be on the Appalachian Trail with Mick McClung.
Best regards and good boating to all,     Jim

