ALBEMARLE SAIL and POWER SQUADRON


Commander’s Corner      September, 2008


July’s Poker Run was a great success, notwithstanding rough seas which caused the withdrawal of several participating boats and a number of queasy stomachs, including mine. The $60 Pot was won by Lee Fortier. Many thanks to Grace and Dick Mohler who did the lunch shopping duties with Janet Benton. Luncheon set-up was handled by Dick Mohler, Wes Hostetler, Gary Jones, and Lee Fortier. Mark boats were captained and crewed by Jock Muir, Harry McCoy, Lee Fortier, Win Boyer, Nick Calabro, Bob Halter, Allen Miles, and me. Sharon Powers created the poker results  board and supervised the game. Participating captains were Tom Stapleton, Gary Jones, Dick Mohler, Jim Wayland, Nick Calabro, and Bob Halter.


A General Membership meeting will be held on the evening of Wednesday, October 8th upstairs at the Albemarle Plantation Clubhouse. The usual cocktails (dutch), beer, wine, and eats (on the Squadron) will begin at six with the meeting to follow at seven. After what we hope will be a short business meeting a new film entitled Cold Water Boating, produced by the Alaska Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, will be shown. We tend to think that, living as we do in North Carolina, cold water boating isn’t on our agendas. WRONG. During the winter months the waters of our sounds and rivers get plenty cold enough, i.e. in the forty degree range, to quickly lower the body temperature of a boater unfortunate enough to fall overboard, even when wearing a Pfd. Come and see this informative film and be ready when cold weather and water arrive in a few months.


The Executive Committee is contemplating a field trip to the Virginia Beach Aquarium on Thursday, November 13th. According to the Aquarium’s website a thorough tour of the facility requires between two and one half and three hours plus a forty-five minute Imax film on one of a number of subjects. Unfortunately we’re bound by the Aquarium’s viewing schedule, but perhaps we can negotiate a change if there is a particular film most people want to see. Topics include: Deep Sea 3D, which “transports” viewers to the bottom of the sea to swim with ”....some of planet’s most unique, dangerous and colorful creatures;” other feature films include: Dolphins and Whales 3D; Island of the Sharks; and Sharks 3d.


The cost is shaping up to be about $57 per person, including bus, admission, and box lunch if thirty-two members and spouses sign-up. The price drops to $48 per if 55 people wish to go.

Being the perennial optimist I am, I’ve tentatively signed up for the 55 passenger bus. Please respond with check and flick preference by October 1st to Janet Benton at janetbenton@yahoo.com or 203 Megan Loop South if you and/or your spouse or friend wish to take part in this activity.

Annual elections are coming up in January. As always we need candidates to serve either as a Bridge officer or as an at-large member of the Executive Committee. If you have yet to serve the Squadron in an executive capacity please do your part and volunteer by calling or emailing Jet Powers at 426 – 5382 or jpowers878992@mchsi.com. Next year I would like for us to do more cruising as a squadron; maybe a gunk-holing expedition on the Chowan and or Roanoke rivers or something similar. If you would like to lead such an adventure, please also give Jet a call. I’d volunteer but have to get Tuff Mary’s head fixed before we can go on any overnighters.

Annette and Norm Young have “volunteered” to host this year’s holiday party which is currently planned for sometime during the week of December 15th. I didn’t even have to twist their arms very hard to convince them to act as this year’s hosts.

I’ve received some expressions of concern regarding our website and its lack of current material. I promise, it will be updated asap. When he stepped down as Administrative Officer, Terry Facey promised to continue to act as site technician. However, Terry excepted himself from any responsibility for site content, so we also need a volunteer for that job as well. Call or email me if you can serve.

Don’t forget the fall District Conference in Atlantic Beach (south of Beaufort) over the weekend of October 31st to November 1st. Allen and Jet will be attending and would love to have company.


From around the District: A recent New River newsletter carried an important message on stroke identification. If you have any reason to suspect someone may have suffered a stroke, remember the  

3 step S-T-R test: S ask the person to Smile; T ask the person to talk and speak a simple sentence; and R ask the person to raise both arms. If the person has a problem doing any one of these tasks, call 911. Another sign of stroke is if the persons tongue is “crooked”, i.e. goes to one side or the other when extended. The article goes on to state that neurologists claim that in most cases if they can treat a stroke victim within three hours of the event they can totally reverse any effects of the stroke.

And, just as are about to embark on our first Marine Electronics course, from Kinston’s Ram Neuse News comes this tale of woe regarding over reliance on electronic navigation aides: 

Ordinarily thoughtful people sometimes do strange things when they use GPS to guide them on land or sea ... maybe even in the air. When staring at a GPS readout of lat/lon coordinates of five or six figures to the right of the decimal point, you may be lulled into thinking the readout is absolutely accurate and that you are entitled to follow it to oblivion. ... Take the case of a skipper who sails or motors his boat into danger on the basis of his GPS readout notwithstanding the seascape and observable navigational aides tell him otherwise. Shucks ... Nobody could be that stupid.

Well, think again. Remember the saga of the Royal Majesty, a cruise ship sailing from Bermuda to Boston in 1995. She sailed most of the way (unknown to her bridge officers) with her GPS in dead reckoning mode due to an antenna malfunction; the autopilot had been tracking bad GPS data for 34 hours until the ship ran aground on Nantucket Shoals. Guess what? Nobody had noticed the GPS readout didn’t agree with side-by-side Loran readings. Further, nobody apparently cared that at least two navigational buoys had been sighted where they shouldn’t have been, and that numerous other navigational aides and other telltale signs, e.g. suspicious water depths, strange shore lights, should have told them something was wrong. The rest is history! Responsible thinking, huh?
Moral: Otherwise responsible people have a tendency to take electronics as gospel...regardless. Bad notion

Finally, and well before the days of electronic navigation (but demonstrating thoughtless acceptance of data) comes the classic tale...of the U.S. Naval squadron of some fourteen new destroyers steaming from San Francisco to San Diego while relying solely on dead reckoning. The entire squadron executed a critical turn some eight miles too early on the basis of an apparently faulty radio compass bearing. When the flagship struck rocks at 20 knots (without much information from fathometers and with visibility completely obscured by a fog bank) it was too late for the rest of the squadron; seven ships were total losses, 23 sailors died, and ... the squadron leader courtmartialed.

Moral: Even the best trained are vulnerable to the same mistakes we, ourselves, often make.
Be alert; don’t surrender your brain to a machine!

Until next time, best regards  to all.

                                                 
Jim 
