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ALBEMARLE SAIL and POWER SQUADRON

COMMANDER’S CORNER  April, 2011

APRIL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Clear your calendar for April 28th.  We’ll have our membership meeting at 1800 in the Albemarle Room at the AP Clubhouse. The topic to be discussed:  U-hire Canal boat trips for September. We will present several possible country canal boat trips for our members’ consideration:

· One week canal boat trip on the Erie Canal in northern NY

· One week canal boat trip on the Champlain Canal in northern NY

· One week canal boat trip on the Midi or Burgundy canal in France with potential three day stay in Paris

· One week canal boat trip on the Thames River with potential three day stay touring London

Albemarle Squadron members have formed small groups and rented bare boats previously and had a blast doing so.  All these trips would be scheduled in the mid September time frame when the summer weather is cooling and the foliage is changing.  Two have the benefit that they require no flying to get there.  Come hear the presentations and then sign up if you’re interested.

We also have considered revisiting bare boating in the British Virgin Islands.  The best time of the year for that is mid January through mid February.  Those trips are scheduled for 11 days, and, if there is sufficient interest, we could put together a plan for a winter escape too.

Sound Golf Links Clubhouse is currently offering Early Bird meals from 1700 to 1800 on Thursday nights.  With Chef Lenard offering good meal values, you’ll want to plan to take advantage of his $11.00 three course specials prior to our meetings.  Please get your reservations in early:  these specials are very popular.

Our meeting will begin upstairs at 1800 with squadron provided hor d’oeuvres and there will be a bar conveniently available.

NOAA ASSISTANCE

Port Captain David Rigby is preparing to lead our annual visits to all current and potential Small Craft Facilities on Chart 12205.  We are compiling a list of those SCFs which haven’t been visited in a year. This year we’ll focus on Edenton where we’re going to see if we can recertify the Town Dock, Pembroke Creek and River House.  Our objective is to encourage cruisers to visit central and western Albemarle Sound.  

We have secured the assistance of Phil Benson, our District NOAA guru, to attempt to get DepthWiz to work so we can plumb the depths of our Hurricane Holes automatically.  However, that program works best in areas that have been charted and have contour lines designated.  Our areas of interest have not been officially charted and an overlay covers up much of the waters we want to plot. David is also going to organize what we hope will be a two or three shallow boat effort to take as many as 10-12 members up the creek and gather and plot the data manually.  We would plan for an hour and a half on the water followed by a social event at Marina Park.  Contact Port Captain David Rigby if you are interested in being part of either effort.

EDUCATION PROGRAM

The Education Plan schedule is already running.  Inland Navigator certification will resume as the water warms.  Associate Member Clay Helms, a Certified Instructor for IN and CN for On-the-Water skill demonstrations has agreed to begin testing on May 7th/8th  If you’re interested, please contact Assistant SEO Lee Fortier to sign up and order your Certification Kit.

INLAND NAVIGATOR TRAINING

We continue to reach out to other clubs to widen the Boat Operator Certification and education base. I have discussed our programs with the USCG Auxiliary Flotilla Commander and the Vice Commodore of the Pasquotank Yacht Club. We are still waiting for National to release the details of a formal Memorandum of Understanding with the US Coast Guard Auxiliary, but it hasn’t happened to date.  I do know that we’ve been asked to accept USCGA members as associates and offer them our courses at member prices.

Let us know if you know other groups that could benefit from our Education Plan and the potential insurance savings they could receive by completing the BOC.

VESSEL SAFETY EXAMINATIONS

· On Wednesday, the 13th, we will be providing Vessel Safety Examination scheduling at the Albemarle Plantation Marina during Docktails.  Examinations are by appointment only.  To schedule an appointment please contact:

 

· Bob Wilhide 426-7544 bjwilhide@yahoo.com 
· John Ernst 426-3825 JoanJohn@aol.com


· Allen Miles   426-3268 allenmiles@earthlink.net
· Dick Mohler 426-7518 gradimohler@yahoo.com
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