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ALBEMARLE SAIL and POWER SQUADRON

COMMANDER’S CORNER August, 2011
The heat has been stifling, the economy has been deteriorating and the stock market is on a roller coaster:  it’s a bummer summer for sure.  Thank heaven for little girls … and boys.  Most of your Executive Board has been visiting or hosting grandchildren and I trust much of our membership is doing the same.

There are two big USPS events coming up soon.  Your commander will be attending the Governing Board Meeting in Greensboro, Friday September 16th and Saturday the 17th.There will be many seminars and workshops covering all aspects of our training and outreach efforts.

D/27 Fall Council Meeting will be held Friday September 30th and Saturday the 31st  in Winston Salem.  They have a full agenda of breakout sessions and an awards luncheon.  I encourage members and prospective board members to attend.  Contact me for a copy of the agenda.  Salem is a great place to visit and it’s not too far to drive.
SUMMER EDUCATION PROGRAM

USPS National has notified four of our members that they have been recognized as Inland Navigator Certified.  Congratulations to Lee Fortier, Bob Halter, Allen Miles and Rod Mueller

SEO Ed Sanford is working with ADEO Clay Helms to complete OTW skill demonstrations for the remaining members requiring them. We understand that D27 has procured a small trailerable powerboat that is ideally suited for learning and demonstrating the requisite skills and there have been discussions about Lee and Allen becoming certified to run the drills. We would then be able to borrow the craft for training launching from our own ramp.  More information will follow as the situation develops.

Several IN candidates need Fire Suppression training.  This skill is so important whether on our boats or in our homes.  We intend to ask Bethel Fire Company to set up another session when it’s a little cooler and intend to invite all members to participate; keep your eyes open for a circular with details.

David Rigby taught ‘Using VHF Radio & VHF/DSC Marine Radio’ on 27July 2011 to a large and very appreciative class.  Thanks David for a great job.  SEO Ed Sanford will be scheduling more timely and topical seminars in the fall.
CANAL BOAT CRUISING
Sande and Allen Miles are once again looking for members who would like to take a one week motor cruise up the Champlain Canal in northern NY in September. We had a boat lined up but our travel partners developed some serious physical problems and had to bail out. The boats are replicas of old, narrow canal boats and have private accommodations (berth and head) for two couples.   The price is $1650 per couple for eight days and that includes everything (bedding, towels, utensils, dinnerware, post cruise clean up et al), but meals and fuel (diesel).  No flights, no TSA, no hassle, just peaceful travel at 5 knots locking through to Whitehall and back, fall foliage, Revolutionary War history, and food.  It’s as simple as driving a car. Call Allen if you are interested.
We’re now up to three members that have expressed interest in taking a bareboat vacation on the Canal du Midi in southern France next spring. We can fill one boat, but there are larger boats if more are interested.  All the boats we’re considering have private staterooms each with private head and the cost per couple for the boat is less than $1000.00. Let Allen or Gary know if you want to be included in the cruise planning.
NOAA ASSISTANCE
As I’ve mentioned in previous CCs, we’re organizing a flotilla of light draft boats:  dinghies, pontoon boats, whatever to tackle portions of the Yeopim Creek and record depths along defined tracks. Our last session was postponed because of the heat wave. We plan for an hour and a half on the water preceded by coffee and pastries at the Dockside.  Contact ASEO Lee Fortier (426-1878) or Port Captain David Rigby (426-3539) if you are interested in being part of the effort.  
Now that Ed Muzzulin has returned from vacation, we will secure the assistance of Phil Benson, our District NOAA guru, to get DepthWiz to work so we can plumb the depths of NOAA 12205 charted waters automatically.  
We have Coinjock, Manteo, Pirates Cove, Salmon Creek and Alligator Marina SCF reports yet to be covered.  See David or Allen Miles for the forms. 
.SUPPORT YOUR VESSEL SAFETY EXAMINERS
Please call our VSEs.  They need your support; you need their knowledge. 

· Bob Wilhide 426-7544
 bjwilhide@yahoo.com 
· John Ernst 426-3825 

JoanJohn@aol.com


· Allen Miles  426-3268 
allenmiles@earthlink.net
· Dick Mohler 426-7518
gradimohler@yahoo.com
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