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ALBEMARLE SAIL and POWER SQUADRON

COMMANDER’S CORNER July, 2011
SUMMER EDUCATION PROGRAM

Inland Navigator (IN) On the Water (OTW) testing began on Saturday, June 4th with 6 applicants demonstrating their skills in small boat handling OTW.  Assistant District Education Officers (ADEO) Clay Helms and Tom Penders conducted the training sessions after explaining the USPS OTW Training Insurance Program.  Basically, members using their boats for OTW training are covered from the time the first student boards until the last student disembarks.  We tested the efficacy of the program by ensnarling several of the slalom course pylons and tying their anchor lines and anchor around one out drive unit.  SEO Ed Sanford documented the claim with the assistance of Bob Halter and ASEO Lee Fortier and the claim was submitted.  Eight days later a check for the estimated repair bill was received.  The entire incident was handled through the Education Department, from SEO Sanford to DEO George Malindzak to National Education Officer Bob Sweet, SN.  The only questions asked focused on how the training could be improved. In the past we’ve questioned how effective USPS insurance is: now we have our answer.


Three of our members now qualify as Inland Navigator Certified: congratulations to Lee Fortier, Allen Miles and Rod Mueller.  Three more have passed the OTW segment, but need to fulfill some other courseware or the Fire Suppression demonstration.  Six more need OTW skill demonstration and Ed Sanford is working with ADEO Clay Helm to schedule another session. The availability of Coastal Navigator Certification kits was recently announced.  If you’re interested, please contact Assistant SEO Lee Fortier to sign up and order your CN Certification Kit
Fire Suppression is so important whether on our boats or in our homes.  We intend to ask Bethel Fire Company to set up another session when it’s a little cooler. We will invite all members to participate; it could mean you or your loved one’s life.

David Rigby will teach ‘Using VHF Radio & VHF/DSC Marine Radio’ on 27 July 2011. So far 21 are signed up to attend but Ed will plan for a few more.  Converting your VHF to Digital Selective Calling simplifies and improves your chances for rescue in distress situations while offering other benefits to cruisers and day sailors, fishermen and fun boaters.  Let David explain how it will work for you.
6 members qualified as Certified Instructors for teaching courses where the general public is among the students. Congratulations and our thanks to P/C Jim Burns, SEO Ed Sanford, David Rigby, Annette Young, Norm Young and Nancy Whelan.
CANAL BOAT CRUISING
Sande and Allen Miles are looking for members who would like to take a one week motor cruise up the Champlain Canal in northern NY in September. The boats are replicas of old, narrow canal boats and have private accommodations (berth and head) for two couples.   The price is $1600 per couple for ten days and that includes everything (bedding, towels, utensils, dinnerware, post cruise clean up et al), but meals and fuel (diesel).  No flights, no TSA, no hassle, just peaceful travel at 5 knots locking through to Fort Henry and back, fall foliage, Revolutionary War history, and food.  It’s as simple as driving a car. Call Allen if you are interested.
Several members have expressed interest in taking a bareboat vacation on the Canal du Midi in southern France, but for most, the best time is next spring.  A few members have expressed interest in an 11 day bareboat cruise of the British Virgin Islands next winter. For these vacations we’re looking for multiples of three couples per boat to optimize the cost per couple.  The better boats have three staterooms each with private head and the cost per couple for the boat is less than $1000.00. Let Allen or Gary know if you want to be included in the cruise planning.
NOAA ASSISTANCE
As we’ve covered in previous Commander’s Corners, it is time to update the locally produced chart of the Yeopim Creek.  We want to act before this year’s Hurricane Season because preliminary soundings have shown shoaling that could upset our evacuation plans.  Under the leadership of Lee Fortier, we are planning small craft depth plotting “the old fashioned way” for Saturday August 6th with a rain date of Sunday the 7th.  Conceptually, we’re organizing a flotilla of light draft boats:  dinghies, pontoon boats, whatever to tackle portions of the creek and record depths along defined tracks.  We’ll meet at the OYC for coffee and pastries @ 0830; OTW at 0900. We plan for an hour and a half on the water followed by a social event at Marina Park.  Contact ASEO Lee Fortier (426-1878) or Port Captain David Rigby (426-3539) if you are interested in being part of the effort.  We are working to secure the assistance of Phil Benson, our District NOAA guru, to attempt to get DepthWiz to work so we can plumb the depths of NOAA 12205 charted waters automatically as soon as Ed Muzzulin returns from vacation.  
We have Manteo, Pirates Cove, Salmon Creek and Alligator Marina SCF reports yet to be covered.  See David or Allen Miles for the forms. 
.SUPPORT YOUR VESSEL SAFETY EXAMINERS
Please call our VSEs.  They need your support; you need their knowledge. 

· Bob Wilhide 426-7544
 bjwilhide@yahoo.com 
· John Ernst 426-3825 

JoanJohn@aol.com


· Allen Miles  426-3268 
allenmiles@earthlink.net
· Dick Mohler 426-7518
gradimohler@yahoo.com
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