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ALBEMARLE SAIL and POWER SQUADRON

COMMANDER’S CORNER SUMMER SOLSTACE, 2011
EXPLORING EUROPE BY CANAL BOAT
Your Commander missed the June Executive Board Meeting:  The Miles were cruising the canals of Germany: the Mosel, the Romantic segment of the Rhine and the Main. It’s amazing how the Romans were able to link together the natural rivers into a waterway that today links the Black Sea all the way to Rotterdam in the Netherlands; sort of an Erie Canal on steroids. The truly amazing fact is those rivers have less depth than our sound:  less than 10 feet at normal times, even less in a drought.  There are many, many locks to be transited.
Several members have expressed interest in taking a bareboat vacation on the Canal du Midi in southern France, but for most, the best time is next spring.  We will pursue a plan for such a trip along the lines of that shown at the last general meeting.  Allen has a promotional DVD showing the boats and scenery along the route and will loan it out for those who want to review it. If you want to be included, let Allen or Gary know.

Sande and Allen Miles continue to explore forming a group to take a one week canal boat trip on the Erie Canal or up the Champlain Canal, both in northern NY, this fall.  More information to follow in the next issue of Commander’s Corner.
Finally, some members have expressed interest in an 11 day bareboat cruise of the British Virgin Islands next winter.  Let Allen or Gary know if you want to be included.

For all these vacations we’re looking for multiples of three couples per boat to optimize the cost.  The better boats have three staterooms each with private head and the per couple cost of the boat is less than $1000.00
SPRING SUMMER BASH

Social Director Janet Benton has done it again. 71 ASPS members and guests attended the River House private cocktail party. A buffet of oysters, shrimp, seafood salad pastry cups, roast beef biscuits, raw vegetables with dip, and assorted cheese cake was set up in the corner of the bar room. The River House replenished the buffet throughout the evening. The River House arranged for Wayne James to play mellow jazz during the social event. Everyone seemed to enjoy the location, especially the very pleasant weather on the porch.  Sometimes it’s just great to kick back, relax and enjoy great scenery, expertly prepared food and drink with friends.
EDUCATION PROGRAM

The Education Plan schedule is already running.  Advanced Piloting and Weather test results have been received. Instructor Training has produced 6 Certified Instructors for teaching public courses. The Onboard Weather Seminar was well attended and received. Assistant District Education Officers Clay Helms and Tom Penders conducted On-the-Water skill demonstrations for our IN candidates. The availability of Coastal Navigator Certification kits was announced.  If you’re interested, please contact Assistant SEO Lee Fortier to sign up and order your Certification Kit.
Look for announcements as the remaining seminar series is rolled out in July and August.  During the dog days of summer, it’s great to sit back in an air-conditioned classroom and learn “Hurricane Preparation” Anchoring” and “Using VHF/DSC Marine Radio”. Cruise Planning and Seamanship will be offered too.

NOAA ASSISTANCE
Port Captain David Rigby led our annual visit to Small Craft Facilities on Chart 12205 at Columbia, Mackey’s Ferry and Edenton. Bill Denison will check out Coinjock Marina while in transit on the Northern Cruise. We have Manteo, Pirates Cove, Salmon Creek and Alligator Marina yet to be covered.  See David or Allen Miles for the forms. This year we’ll focus on Edenton where we’re going to see if we can recertify the Town Dock, Pembroke Creek and River House.  Our objective is to encourage cruisers to visit central and western Albemarle Sound.  
We have secured the assistance of Phil Benson, our District NOAA guru, to attempt to get DepthWiz to work so we can plumb the depths of our Hurricane Holes automatically.  However, that program works best in areas that have been charted and have contour lines designated.  Our areas of interest have not been officially charted and a Perquimans River overlay covers up much of the waters we want to plot. David is already organizing what we hope will be a three shallow boat effort to take as many as 10-12 members up the creek and gather and plot the data manually.  We would plan for an hour and a half on the water followed by a social event at Marina Park.  Contact Port Captain David Rigby (426-3539) or Director Ed Muzzulin (340-9860) if you are interested in being part of either effort.  
.VESSEL SAFETY EXAMINATIONS
May 21 through 27 has been proclaimed NC Safe Boating Week by Governor Bev Purdue. Please schedule an appointment for a VSE by contacting:
 

· Bob Wilhide 426-7544
 bjwilhide@yahoo.com 
· John Ernst 426-3825 

JoanJohn@aol.com


· Allen Miles  426-3268 
allenmiles@earthlink.net
· Dick Mohler 426-7518
gradimohler@yahoo.com
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