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ALBEMARLE SAIL and POWER SQUADRON

COMMANDER’S CORNER, March, 2011
“Spring is sprung; the grass is ris, I wunder where the flowers is.”  Anon
Springtime is in the air, Daylight Savings starts tonight, the skies are Carolina Blue, can quality boating time be far behind?

Your squadron is making final preparations for another great year of boating activities:
NOAA ASSISTANCE
Once again, we’re getting ready to visit all current and potential Small Craft Facilities on Chart 12205.  Last year we cleaned up the situation in Columbia.  This year we’ll focus on Edenton where we’re going to see if we can recertify the Town Dock, Pembroke Creek and Mac’s Back Door.  Our objective is to encourage cruisers to visit central and western Albemarle Sound.  Contact Port Captain David Rigby if you are interested in being part of the effort..
Once again, we’re going to attempt to get DepthWiz to work so we can plumb the depths of our Hurricane Holes automatically.  I am attempting to locate the person who designed the package we’re using to see if he can provide more specific assistance. If we don’t succeed, then we’ll have to record and plot the data manually, but that will require at least 5 people on the boat.
EDUCATION PROGRAM

The Education Plan schedule is already running.  Inland Navigator certification will resume as the water warms.  We hope to have a local Certifier for the On-the-Water testing.  If you’re interested, please contact Assistant SEO Lee Fortier to sign up and order your Certification Kit.
INLAND NAVIGATOR TRAINING

We’re attempting to reach out to other clubs to widen the Boat Operator Certification base.  Assistant SEO Lee Fortier will present our program to members of the Pasquotank Yacht Club and I am reaching out to the USCG Auxiliary to gauge their interest. We are waiting for National to release a formal Memorandum of Understanding with the US Coast Guard Auxiliary, but it hasn’t happened so far.  I will disclose the details in the next Commander’s Corner. 
Let us know if you know other groups that could benefit from our Education Plan and the potential insurance savings they could receive by completing the BOC.
SQUADRON CRUISING
In deference to local yacht clubs, ASPS has not normally scheduled cruises, with one exception.  We did have an extremely successful 10 day cruise in the British Virgin Islands 5 years ago.  Several members just completed an independently scheduled cruise there and their tales of fun upon return rekindled the idea of a squadron cruise.
Your Executive Committee has considered several possibilities and wants your input.  We could do any or all of the following bare boating options:
· Return to the BVIs and bareboat charter:  charter companies offer mono and multi hull sail boats and multihull trawlers, all with spacious accommodations.  The islands are beautiful, the waters clean and the people gracious.  This is an English colony with virtually no crime. Great in January or February when the weather here is cold and dreary.

· Fly to England and rent small canal motor boats.  There is an extensive canal system and the travelling is relaxed.  Weather, well its England.  Best in fall when temperatures moderate.  They speak English.
· Fly to France and rent medium sized power boats to travel the fabled rivers of Burgundy or Provence.  Relaxed travel, great food and wine.  Weather generally good in the fall. The French people now depend on tourism, so their attitudes are much improved and they will speak English.

· Drive to upstate New York anywhere from Troy to Rochester and rent motor boats to traverse the fabled Erie Canal or go north to Lake Champlain.  Relaxed travel, many towns have upgraded facilities for tourism.  Good fall trip.  No flying.

Conceivably we could organize any or all of these cruises.  Let me or Administrative Officer Gary Jones know your preferences and commitment to participate.

QUARTERLY MEETINGS

We are planning quarterly meetings for Thursday nights.  Sound Golf Links Clubhouse is currently offering Early Bird meals those nights.  With Chef Lenard offering good meal values, you’ll want to plan to take advantage of his $11.00 three course specials prior to our meetings.

Please contact any Executive Board member with speakers you’d like to hear or topics you’d like to be covered.
See you on the water.
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