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ALBEMARLE SAIL and POWER SQUADRON

COMMANDER’S CORNER  MAY, 2011
APRIL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Over two dozen dedicated members braved a dark and stormy night to attend the quarterly membership meeting.  After cocktails, hors d’oeuvres and a brief business meeting, Commander Allen Miles and Executive Officer Bill Denison presented a proposal for squadron members to join together and arrange U-hire canal boat trips for September 2011. They presented several possible canal boat venues for our members’ consideration:

· One week canal boat trip on the Erie Canal in northern NY

· One week canal boat trip on the Champlain Canal in northern NY

· One week canal boat trip on the Midi or Burgundy canal in France with potential three day stay in Paris

· One week canal boat trip on the Thames River with potential three day stay touring London

Squadron members have formed small groups and rented bare boats previously and had a blast doing so.  All the proposed trips would be scheduled in the mid September time frame when the summer weather is cooling and the foliage is changing.  The first two have the added benefit that they require no flying to get there. The median cost for a three couple boat is $3000.00 to $3600.00 and airfare for two round trip tickets another $1000.00, so a basic one week trip would cost $2000.00 to $2200.00 per couple plus food.  Allen has a CD and planning brochures for those who missed the meeting and are interested in pursuing the trip.  We must act now though to put these vacations together.  The most desirable boats will be reserved by others if we wait too long.  Let Allen (426-3268) Bill (404-4142) or Gary Jones (404-4251) know of your interest and preferred cruise venue.  Since this is not advanced boating, feel free to invite friends, but remember there will most likely be three couples per boat to optimize the cost.  The better boats have three staterooms each with private head.
We also have considered revisiting bare boating in the British Virgin Islands.  The best time of the year for that is mid January through mid February.  Those trips are scheduled for 11 days, and, if there is sufficient interest, we could put together a plan for a winter escape too.  Again, contact Allen, Bill or Gary and they’ll try to put groups together.
SPRING SUMMER BASH

Social Director Janet Benton has done it again. She has lined up the River House (formerly Mac’s Back Door) for an exclusive Cocktail Party on 
Sunday May 29th, 1600-2000.  There will be a buffet with Seafood Hors d’oeuvres, Prime rib on biscuits and a vegetable platter.  Cash bar. Spend an afternoon looking out on the water entertained by music by Wayne James on the Keyboard.  This sophisticated afternoon is for ASPS members and their guests.  The festivities cost $20.00 per person. Come by boat or car. Overnight dockage is available. RSVP Janet Benton (426-5570) not later than May 23.  A detailed flyer will follow.
NOAA ASSISTANCE
Port Captain David Rigby is preparing to lead our annual visits to all current and potential Small Craft Facilities on Chart 12205.  We have compiled an updated list of those SCFs which haven’t been visited in at least a year. This year we’ll focus on Edenton where we’re going to see if we can recertify the Town Dock, Pembroke Creek and River House.  Our objective is to encourage cruisers to visit central and western Albemarle Sound.  
We have secured the assistance of Phil Benson, our District NOAA guru, to attempt to get DepthWiz to work so we can plumb the depths of our Hurricane Holes automatically.  However, that program works best in areas that have been charted and have contour lines designated.  Our areas of interest have not been officially charted and a Perquimans River overlay covers up much of the waters we want to plot. David is already organizing what we hope will be a two or three shallow boat effort to take as many as 10-12 members up the creek and gather and plot the data manually.  We would plan for an hour and a half on the water followed by a social event at Marina Park.  Contact Port Captain David Rigby (426-3539) or Director Ed Muzzulin (340-9860) if you are interested in being part of either effort.

EDUCATION PROGRAM

The Education Plan schedule is already running.  Associate Member Clay Helms, a Certified Instructor for IN and CN for On-the-Water skill demonstrations has agreed to begin testing on May 7th/8th  If you’re interested, please contact Assistant SEO Lee Fortier to sign up and order your Certification Kit.  We’re encouraging all members to come out and see the OTW skill demonstrations.
VESSEL SAFETY EXAMINATIONS
May 21 through 27 has been proclaimed NC Safe Boating Week by Governor Bev Purdue. Please schedule an appointment for a VSE by contacting:
 

· Bob Wilhide 426-7544 bjwilhide@yahoo.com 
· John Ernst 426-3825 JoanJohn@aol.com


· Allen Miles   426-3268 allenmiles@earthlink.net
· Dick Mohler 426-7518 gradimohler@yahoo.com
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