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ALBEMARLE SAIL and POWER SQUADRON

COMMANDER’S CORNER October, 2011
ASPS HOLIDAY PARTY 

Your Executive Committee has concluded that, at our current membership levels, asking a member to host the Annual Holiday Party at their home is too big an imposition.  Instead, we’re going to host the party at the Albemarle Plantation clubhouse.  We have reserved the main floor for the evening of Saturday, November 19, 6 p.m. ‘til whenever.  The details are being worked as this goes out, but the squadron will underwrite some of the costs.  This should be a fun night socializing with your friends, eating good food and drinking some of the grape:  block the date out on your calendar now.  Details will follow in a flyer.
DISTRICT 27 FALL CONFERENCE
Sande and I attended the D27 Fall Conference in Winston Salem two weeks ago. The district bridge offered informative seminars and the sponsoring squadron proffered local tours for the wives.  Friday night we had a festive dinner at Foothills Brewing, a local micro brewery situated in a former tobacco warehouse located in a very collegiate section of Winston.  Saturday’s luncheon speaker, Cheryl Shelton-Roberts, gave a very interesting presentation on the North Carolina Lighthouses.  We will see if we can get her to come and speak to us. 
In the awards segment, five Albemarle Sail & Power members were recognized:  Amy Denison, EO Bill Denison, AO Gary Jones, Dick Mohler, and Annette Young received their Certificates of Educational Proficiency.  Their achievement brings to 21 the number of our members who have received this award.  Seven more members have passed AP and only need three electives to join them.

Albemarle was recognized for our contributions to the Cooperative Charting Program by being placed on the Honor Roll.  Our National Ranking this year is 44th up from 78th last year. Congratulations to all who helped us achieve this milestone.  Individuals can contribute by visiting SCFs by land:  Ed Muzzulin was honored with an individual award for his efforts to visit and poll several SCFs while transporting his grandchild to summer classes last year.  Congratulations Ed.
NOAA ASSISTANCE

Our NOAA Cooperative Charting guru Phil Benson gave a very topical seminar talking about how we can assist NOAA and the USCG in the aftermath of tropical storms and hurricanes.  Irene’s winds caused considerable damage to Aids to Navigation (ATONS) in the sounds and rivers.  In locales such as ours where there is little commercial traffic, we’re the first line of defense to report problems.  After Irene, Procter Baker reported numerous damaged ATONs to Port Captain David Rigby who in turn reported them to the USCG.  David notified me and I reported them to NOAA using CC-WEB.
One of the difficulties in notifying NOAA:  they want to know where the ATON is or should be.  The easiest way to find out should be to use the Light Lists, but Light Lists are not well organized for easy access to a specific location.  Enter an enterprising USPS member Clint O’Connor, SN, Austin Power Squadron, District 21who devised an easy to use program “Nearest Light” that will show all the lights in your proximity. http://www.usps.org/national/coch/CoChPage30.htm#nearestlight will take you to the site where you can download the program.  Once in the program you can input your GPS location and select the distance you want to scan for ATONs.  The output will show their number, aid type, assigned Latitude and Longitude and their light characteristic if lit.  Yes, it shows day beacons too.  If you use your laptop for electronic navigation on board connected to your GPS, the list will roll as you transit constantly showing you the nearest ATONs.  Neat.
If you find something amiss, lights out or pieces missing, you are requested to notify the USCG.  Where the condition could result in loss of life or property, call them on your VHF and report a Critical condition. In the lesser case where loss of life or property is not a problem, but stranding, grounding or collision, report as Urgent by phone after returning to shore.  Where corrective maintenance is required, phone or email a Routine report.  Use the position data from the Light List
FALL EDUCATION PROGRAM

Ed Sanford has shuffled the fall education schedule to better meet our members’ needs.  He continues to work with ASEO Lee Fortier and ADEO Clay Helms to arrange for an OTW certification session.  It is becoming clear that this duty has weighed heavily on the three District OTW certifiers and that they would prefer we use the USPS boat.  Lee and I will pursue getting the boat here for training and ascertain if we (or another IN certified member) can be certified for OTW duty.
Lee is also working on arranging for the Fire Suppression and Pyrotechnics skill demonstration sessions.  More will follow in a flyer as details are locked down...
.SUPPORT YOUR VESSEL SAFETY EXAMINERS
Please assist our VSEs and get your vessel examined.  They need a minimum of 5 to requalify each year and ten to earn a merit mark.
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