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ALBEMARLE SAIL and POWER SQUADRON

COMMANDER’S CORNER, 2nd October 2010
SQUADRON FIELD TRIP – OCTOBER 14TH
33 members and guests ventured north to visit the Virginia Air & Space Museum on a rather rainy day.  Once inside the IMAX Theater, we occupied great seats right in the center and were immediately immersed in the Hubble Telescope 3D experience.  The film focused on Hubble enabled discoveries in the expanses of space previously invisible and the trials and tribulations of the NASA team in repairing and modifying the telescope to extract its optimal performance.  The 3D realism was such that when crewmembers were searching for a tool or needed some extra leverage on a wrench, you wanted to reach right in to assist. Breath taking, awe inspiring, inspirational are terms that come to mind.  See it as soon as you can.
The bus then took us down to the Hampton Yacht Club, one of the premier yacht clubs on the East Coast. The luncheon was served in the Commander’s Dining Room, a second level venue with floor to ceiling windows looking out on the marina, Hampton River and Hampton University.  The weather was overcast, but our spirits weren’t dampened as everyone enjoyed the buffet and camaraderie of fellow boaters in a prime boating venue. Afterwards, we returned to the museum for a closer look at the exhibits and tried our hands at flying aircraft in the simulators. Sadly, there were no budding Amelia Earhart’s or Charles Lindbergh’s among us.  Some of the ladies found shopping opportunities in the boutiques across the street, others viewed the restored antique carousel next door; everyone enjoyed some facet of the restored downtown harbor area.
EDUCATION AWARDS

During the District 27Fall Conference, four of our members were presented Certificates of Educational Proficiency.  This award recognizes APs who have completed three elective courses in addition to gaining the rank of AP. Congratulations to Bob Halter, Ed Muzzulin, David Rigby and Norm Young for their educational achievements.  

Jock Muir received a personal letter from V/C Robert J. Sweet, SN, the National Education Officer and author of “Weekend Navigator”,  awarding him the grade of Advanced Pilot based on his qualifications as documented by his USCG license.

INLAND NAVIGATOR TRAINING

We’re in the process of setting up slalom training course for the On the Water segments of the IN Certification.  It will be just off the dock area of the AP Marina in sheltered water.  Once the final arrangements are in place, we will notify all members with a flash bulletin.  I picked up the gear today so we can establish the course and begin practicing this the week.
OCTOBER MEETING

At last, the Albemarle Plantation Club House is reopening this weekend and we plan to have a membership meeting on November 4th.  We’ll start with the usual “we supply the hors d’oeuvres”

 Cash bar Cocktail party and then adjourn upstairs to the Albemarle Room for a meeting and short presentation.  Look to see you there.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY –DECEMBER 16TH
The date and venue have been set:  Annette and Norm Young have generously offered to host our party on December 16th.  Put this date on your calendar now. More information will follow in a flyer. At last year’s party, someone inadvertently took Mick McClung’s brown leather bomber jacket, leaving an identical one behind. Unfortunately, Mick’s is a size 42, the one left behind a size 40.  Please arrange a swap before the weather gets too cold.  Mick can be reached @ 426-7833
MORE ON THE IN AND CN CERTIFICATIONS
Many members have inquired about these certifications since the boat insurance discounts were announced.  Since we’re establishing an OTW training course, you might consider taking the skill test and then filling in any deficiencies in classes/seminars over the winter.  Remember, the emphasis in on helping members pass the certifications

There are certain requirements for Inland Navigator, all of which ASPS offers:

Courses: Boat Smart, Seamanship, Engine Maintenance and Marine Electrical Systems

Seminars: How to Use a Chart, Weather Forecasting, Using GPS, VHF/DSC Radio plus two more or one course.  Piloting, and/or Weather Course will supersede the first 3 seminars.

Skills: Basic Power Boat Handling, Use of Fire Extinguishers

There are optional endorsements for Inland Water, Paddle, and Sail

The Coastal Navigator certification, which is still under development, includes:

Courses: Piloting, Marine Electronics 2, Cruise Planning

Seminars: Using Radar, The Mariner’s Compass and two additional seminars or one course

Skills: On-the-water Navigation, Use of Pyrotechnic Distress signals

CO-OP CHARTING

Our efforts on updating the Small Craft Facility reports have been recognized. The United States Department of Commerce placed us on their Honor Roll for “Superior performance in providing information to the chart maintenance programs of the Office of Coast Survey”.  Good Job. We ranked 62 nationally.

We would still like to cover the Alligator River Marina and if anyone is going to Manteo we can cover the marinas there.  Also, keep your eyes on Max’s Backdoor Oyster House as we can enter them as soon as their pump out is functional.  The process is uncomplicated: you review a simple questionnaire with the owner/operator.  They supply the answers. We ask you to take some digital pictures if you can and get the owner’s business card. I’ll input the results into the NOAA database and give you credit.  If you are interested, see me for a SCF reporting packet and instructions. 

Ed Muzzulin reports that the Garmin Helpline has been less than helpful. That’s not new.  He’s going to try again now that we’ve located our documentation.  Contact Ed (340-9860) if you’d like to be part of the team.

NEW MEMBERS

Brenda Hoepfner, Chris Kohler, Kathryn Pavese, Nancy Whelan, Helen Wilcox joined us and immediately took and passed the Sail course. Amy and Bill Denison transferred to us from their former squadron on the Hudson River. They are both APs.  Please look for them at the next two meetings and welcome them aboard.
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