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ALBEMARLE SAIL and POWER SQUADRON

COMMANDER’S CORNER September, 2011
Sande and I have just returned from the USPS Governing Board Meeting in Greensboro.  It was a rollicking good time and very informative.  Squadrons from all over the country were represented in addition to all the national officers; i.e., the Governing Board.  There were seminars and forums every day and hospitality suites every evening.  Friday night I visited the new Boston Whaler center cockpit skiff to be used for OTW skill training.  It is a very impressive sight and you can spend an hour reading all the sponsor logos and training mottos affixed to her hull.  She has a trailer and a Ford F150 Crew Cab to haul her to training locations all around the country.  We hope to give her a try before she’s trailered to the boat show up in Annapolis in early October.
On a more serious note, we had several guest speakers with weighty messages:
· The US Coast Guard Auxiliary is looking to partner with USPS for training.  They suffered a loss in membership post 9/11 when they had to test their members for boat handing competency prior to assigning them to patrol duties.  Their membership has now rebounded to about 31K members.  The new age of cooperation exists mostly at the executive levels and they have a yet-to-be completed study to recommend their training options. More to follow….

· The USCG National Recreation Safe Boating Committee has just completed their next 5 Year Strategic Plan and it has 11 Goals/Objectives.  I will attempt to paraphrase:
· They’re targeting 34 to mid 40 year old boaters for safe boating training.  This group has the largest number of boating accidents and the states’ mandated training has been aimed at 18 year olds.  They also want to bring states boating safety rules into conformance with a USCG national model.

· They will be pushing Recreational Boating Safety awareness with national advertising campaigns.  When I heard their plans, I thought of the old car safety awareness campaigns, i.e.; gory films, when we were first learning to drive.

· They’re going to push for OTW compliance standards whatever that means
· Life Jacket usage has been investigated by teams of observers in the field.  Currently less than 21% of boaters comply with the rules:  they want 70+ %

· There will be a push to get boaters to comply with the Navigation Rules

· Boating Under the Influence (BUI) remains a problem … 

· Getting boating manufacturers to comply with the hull and systems construction rules is a problem and they have a plan… Getting boaters to carry required safety equipment is a problem and they have a plan….
· They’re going to simplify Boating Accident Reporting requirements so that people will actually report boating accidents

· They’re looking for more money for R&D so they can identify more areas that need regulations

· And they’re looking at the effectiveness of the grants they award each year

There was talk of funding issues:  they get the majority of their funding from the national gas tax and a small bump from the USCG. There was also some talk about performing cost-benefit analyses before they promulgate regulations.
· The National Boating Federation has 330 members all promoting boating safety.  Many of the postcard type awareness campaigns we receive seem to be theirs.  They showed a great DVD “Almost a Perfect Day” which was short, to the point and well acted and directed.  We will show it once I can get a copy.
Interestingly, I visited their web sites to validate my conference notes and couldn’t locate the information they indicated would be there.  All in all it reminded me of the old saw “I am from the Government and I’m here to help”.
D/27 Fall Council Meeting will be held Friday September 30th and Saturday the 31st  in Winston Salem.  They have a full agenda of breakout sessions and an awards luncheon.  I encourage members and prospective board members to attend.  Contact me for a copy of the agenda.  
SUMMER EDUCATION PROGRAM

Ed Sanford reported that we had a very successful summer education program.  Watch for announcements scheduling more timely and topical seminars in the fall.
CANAL BOAT CRUISING
Unfortunately, Tropical Storm Irene devastated the northeastern NY, western Vermont waterways with runoff and debris, clogging the locks and generally fouling water travel in the area.  I correspond with many Canadian sailors who were revising their itineraries to come south for the winter.  We’ll try and reschedule next year.
NOAA ASSISTANCE
I want to thank David Rigby and Proctor Baker for their prompt reportage of the storm damage inflicted on local ATONs by Irene.  They reported directly to the USCG, we followed up reporting to NOAA.
.SUPPORT YOUR VESSEL SAFETY EXAMINERS
Please assist our VSEs and get your vessel examined.  They need a minimum of 5.
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